UNDERSTANDING

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION:
ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW

<:> What are classdfied docwsments 2

Classified

security infor ion is infor

created or

received by an agency of the federal government or a government
contractor that would damage national security if improperly released.

Since 1940, the Pr
information that can be in various forms: documents, maps,

has ged the

of classifying

videos, data, microfilm, computer hard dries, CDs etc.”

BY EXECUTIVE ORDER 13526

REFERENCE 1

<:> When are docwmments classcliedd?

IGU\SSIFIEI]I ‘ [ DECLASSIFIED |

DOCUMENTS ARE
CLASSIFIED ONLY WHEN

OF ITS CONTENTS.

REFERENCE 2

three times
every second

REFERENCE 3

Estimates assess
that as many as
0 million
documen r more
are classified each
year

REFERENCE 3

AFTER 25 YEARS
DECLASSIFICATIbN
VIEW IS AUTOMATIC,
RROW

ALLOW INFORI‘IATION TO
REMAIN AS
CLASSIFIED.

REFERENCE 2

Estimates assess that
as many as 50 on
documents are
classified each year

REFERECE 3

<:> Whey are docuwmments classcliedd?

Information is classified if an official determination is made that

its unauthorized r

would d ti

of cl g

TOP SECRET

Indicates that
exceptionally grave
damage to the national
security can happen from
its unauthorized release

A0
(T2
UP SEﬁR;\

i

CONFIDENTIAL is the
lowest category of
classified information
currently in use

REFERENCE 4

| security. Levels
d to levels of supposed damage.

AN

SECRET

indicates that the
unauthorized release
of the document can
cause serious damage
to the national
security

LECREY




‘ Who classclies documents 2

Presidents have the authority

to issue classification and to

designate other officials who THE PRESIDENT
can do so.

How Does the
Presidential Records
Act of 1978
Intersect With the

Freedom of
N Incumbent President ‘ears S To 12 After 12 Years
Information Act)? [rswn Lasives Ofics

Access through
FOIA

Only FOIA
exemptions apply

S years after (®)S s “not
Archivist Archivist available™
takes custody or

PRA restrictions
Archivist n records
Archivist has completes consultation w/
“affirmative duty” proceming —— atber
mali Tecursy provisions of
available to the public y No Jodical ity
o) vl-*-:; — S review of PRA
o = restrictions All disclosas
e prior notice to
All disclosures: wrrent and

Vice Presidential former President

STORAGE: TAKING IT HOME:

Classified material must be stored in a Are there any circumstances
proved storage
container such as a cabinet, safe, va when I might be allowed to take
SCIF, a Sensitive Compartmented classified documents home?
information facility

NO

Residences are not considered
official premises, hence classified
material cannot be kept overnight in
TR personal custody as per requirements
in E.0. 13526, Part 4, Safeguarding
BOTH PRESIDENT TRUMP AND BIDEN AS OBAMA'S REFERENCE 8
VICE PRESIDENT DID NOT DO A PROPER
HANDOVER BOTH BIDEN AND TRUMP VIOLATED THIS
LAW

National Archives

Intentional violation of the classified
information laws could lead to fines or
imprisonment or both.

e oo,k ecomen ot tor

political controversy. 1l

Instead of focusing on governanc
parties focus on shaming each oth
disapproves as can be seen in the results from
the Pew Pol




TOO MUCH

Presidents & Vice Presidents need to be held to the
highest standards and avoid moving classified
documents from their offices. People need to educated
about the dangers of not following the process.
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